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Distributed monthly via email to members and friends of PCFS. To unsubscribe from this mailing list, reply to 

this email address with the word unsubscribe. 

A pdf version of this KT is attached for those who still prefer a hard copy. 

 

Come and join us Saturday, December 6, 2025 for our Holiday Potluck 

Gathering at the Fellowship Hall at the University Presbyterian Church 
Fellowship Hall, University Presbyterian Church, 

1385 S. Adams Road, Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

Click Here for Directions 

Schedule 

2:00 – 2:30 pm Meet and Greet 

2:30 – 4:00 pm Holiday Potluck. Please see the note below about food. 

4:00 Song Swap Theme: Holiday Songs 

5:00 onward Guitar Friendly Holiday Sing Along  

 

Holiday Potluck Planning for December 6th Gathering 
A big “Thank You” to Maggie and Susan for coordinating the food for the December gathering. We are offering 

the following suggestions for the December 6th gathering. The suggestions below are only that – suggestions! 

If there is something else you'd like to bring, please do. 

 

Last names beginning with: 

A through G: Main dishes - casseroles, rotisserie chicken & dressing, pot roast, ham, chili, hearty potato 

dishes, beef stew, Chinese takeout, lasagna, meatballs, stuffed cabbage, sloppy joes, kielbasa & sauerkraut, 

etc. 

H through O: Side dishes - hot or cold appetizers, holiday salads, vegetables, egg rolls, cut up fruit, baked 

beans, roll & butter, cheese & crackers, hot dips, baked squash, gallon of apple cider, etc. 

P through Z: Desserts - cake, pie, cookies, pudding, brownies, chocolate bars, last year's fruit cake, etc. 

Future Gatherings – Please Mark Your Calendars! 

January 3rd, 2026 

Fellowship Hall from 2:00 to 9:00 pm 

Song Swap Theme: Humorous and Children's Songs 

Ernie May presents “My Life With Banjo”, its history, and key performers who have shaped it’s sound. 

  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/H2mRk13s7ti6PvRd6


February 7th 

Fellowship Hall from 2:00 to 9:00 pm 

Song Swap Theme: Love, Longing and Heartbreak 

Reverend Robert takes us on a journey through classic blues, featuring the timeless artistry of greats like Delta 

blues legend Charley Patton. 

March 7th 

Fellowship Hall from 2:00 to 9:00 pm 

Song Swap Theme: Irish Songs (what else!?) 

April 11th 

Fellowship Hall from 2:00 to 9:00 pm 

Song Swap Theme: Rain, Springtime and Nature 

May 2nd 

Fellowship Hall from 2:00 to 9:00 pm 

Song Swap Theme: Sad Songs, Disasters 

June 6th 

Seyburn Pavilion (to be finalized) 2:00 to 9:00 pm 

Song Swap Theme: “Old Timey” Songs 

July 

Location and date to be determined - Picnic 

Song Swap Theme: America 

Lap Dulcimer Workshop 

A few members have expressed interest in a beginner workshop on the Lap Dulcimer. (This instrument is 

unrelated to the hammered dulcimer.) We anticipate starting in January. Please contact Paul Jacques 

(Pjacques134962@comcast.net) in advance so that we can gauge if there is sufficient interest. 

 

The President’s Post 

I hope everyone enjoyed the 52nd annual Tin Whistle Concert that showcased the considerable talents of 

Kevin Tarnas, Lori Cleland and the Sons of the Never Wrong. I was impressed by all three, and wish to thank 

all the volunteers that made it possible – Brad and Phil D. and Jack E. who provided the sound, Tom B. and 

Harvey who helped with the sound set up (and donated a pick!), the Kitchen Crew, the Greeters, Ticket Takers, 

Maggie F. for providing lunch, Theresa E. and Jeff D. for putting together the program booklet, Art P. for all his 

work, Mike A. for crowd control, Dave B. manning the check-in desk, Larry M. for running the sales desk – and 

all others who were involved. Truly a team effort! 

As the Holidays get ever closer, I drag out my holiday songs including those that aren't so happy. I've 

performed Stan Roger's “First Christmas Away from Home,” and John McCutcheon's “Christmas in the 

Trenches” at a couple of gigs. However, they mostly go unnoticed when played for bar crowds! 

I find “Christmas in the Trenches” moving as I have toured the battlefields around Ypres, Belgium. On 

Christmas Day 1914, the sector near Ploegsteert (“Plug Street” to the British Tommies) and various places 

along the front around Ypres (“Wipers” to the British Tommies!) fell silent as the troops arranged impromptu 

truces. They reclaimed and buried their dead that had been lying in No-Man's Land, sang Christmas carols, 

exchanged small gifts and held a number of football matches in various locations. They say the Germans were 

amazed to see that the Scots wore no undergarments beneath their kilts! 

The Saxons were particularly friendly to the British as some had lived in London before the war – and Queen 

Victoria's husband, Prince Albert, was a Saxon. Most Prussians were reluctant to participate in the truces and 

a corporal in a Bavarian Regiment, “Alf Hitler”, also didn't participate. 

mailto:Pjacques134962@comcast.net


After Boxing Day, the commanders worked hard to restart the war. The threat of Courts Martial and execution 

for fraternization with the enemy eventually worked. The hostilities and slaughter then continued uninterrupted 

for another4 years. 

In retrospect, it is such an amazing paradox – the common soldiers stop the war and realize that their enemy is 

just like them – but then start killing again because – why? Orders, threats, national pride, philosophical 

differences?  We can, and must, strive to bring peace to the world despite all the forces pushing us to do 

otherwise. May this Holiday Season bring you all peace and renewal! 

Tom D, President  

 

Our 2025 Tin Whistle Concert was a hit! 

 

 



Wow!  Sending out a big THANK YOU to all who worked to make our Tin Whistle a fun and successful event!  

We had more than 37 people step up to volunteer their time and skills to put this together.  A few were not 

even members yet!  Each time you volunteer and see more of the process, please consider stepping up into 

greater responsibility for next year’s concert or helping at a gathering.  Some members started in August with 

ad sales and publicity, others worked 8 hours on the day of the concert to make sure the set up and concert 

flowed well.   

Our audience loved Paint Creek Samplers, Kevin and Lori.  I heard “Where did you find this group?” and “I love 

their quirkiness” about Sons of the Never Wrong.  Like distinctively different ornaments shining on a holiday 

tree, Kevin and Lori, along with Sue, Deborah and Bruce of the Sons of the Never Wrong each sparkled in their 

own right.  Simple things like having convenient, close parking on a cold day, friendly faces to greet them and a 

lovely room to wait in until doors opened resulted in attendees asking for more information about our 

gatherings.  May the new year bring us more visitors at gatherings leading to new friends, new members, and 

new volunteers for fun future events! 

Our Board met on Tuesday 11/18 to discuss the details, strengths and weaknesses of this year’s concert 

process.  If you were in charge of part of the work load, thanks for submitting your report.  Anyone else with 

thoughts, can email comments to me at tmeand3@gmail.com. This info will be added to the file for future 

concerts and allow us to tweak some of our procedures.  This holiday season, let’s raise a glass to folk music 

fans and performers worldwide, but especially our special group who gather monthly in Rochester Hills, 

Michigan.  Wishing you all joyful holidays and peace in 2026! 

Theresa E 

2025 TW Concert Chairperson 

tmeand3@gmail.com 

Ridin’ Drag 

Mulberry trees are single minded, decisive. En masse their leaves let go. A tree worth releases in three hours. 

Sometimes less, and it doesn’t matter whether the winds are brisk or the rains come hard. No, they just find the 

morning of their choosing and the yellow brown, leather like kites begin sailing toward the lawn. 

Maples lack that level of commitment. This fall, I’ve gathered maples three times. That includes the Japanese 

variety, along with the accompanying twigs and sticks. Because they are lighter than mulberry’s, any spike of 

sincere blustery air will put them to flight. I exaggerate not. Last Thursday provided such conditions. 

Over the last few years, I began practicing a leaf management method based on mowing them until they 

disintegrate. Then I allow my mower to scatter the particles about, thereby returning nutrients to our yard. We 

bag zinnia stalks, exhausted morning glories and such, but no leaves. 

Well, I rode past a grand stack full. A glorious blend that combined two kinds of maples, a balance of boxelder 

and a smattering of catalpa. We don’t have a catalpa tree, but several neighbors to the west do. As they are 

willing to share their bounty, in the manner of manna from heaven, we are blessed, and we care for them as 

our own. Anyway, I spun the mower about, fixed the pile in my sights, and prepared to shred when… 

Right before my eyes a twisting, tornadic shaft of cool November, high atmospheric circulation drew them 

skyward. The spiraling vortex of vegetation rose high above the denuded mulberry and dissipated in all 

directions. Dang. 

I suppose if I met the criteria of being a TikTok’ing or YouTube content creator, I would be sending all of you 

documentation of the event courtesy of multiple GoPro cameras and high-definition drone footage. Alas, you 

have only the words of your old friend, who turned off the mower, settled back in the saddle, and searched to 

see remaining portions afloat in autumn’s afternoon splendor, grateful for the lesson of a mulberry. 

                                                           Let go, let God.             
Jack F 

mailto:tmeand3@gmail.com


Membership Highlights 

With a few more membership renewals, we’re now up to 60 members. Thanks to all of you who’ve renewed 

your support of the Paint Creek Folklore Society with your membership. 

Our Tin Whistle program booklet lists a whopping 37 volunteers, although there are certainly many more who 

helped indirectly, and many who supported our concert financially by purchasing tickets. This support shows 

that we are not merely members, but owners of an organization devoted to the spreading of friendship through 

music, art, dance, culture, or in other words, folklore. 

Invite a friend to our holiday potluck Saturday, December 6, where they can eat & greet with other good-

hearted folks, share a song, and join the holiday singalong. Thanks again to all of you who made 2025 another 

grand year for PCFS. 

Dan D and Jack E 

Membership co-chairs 

Events and Links 

If you know of events or links that may interest PCFS members – or if you are appearing somewhere, send 

information to pcfs.kt@gmail.com 

Jams, Concerts, Events, and More 

ACTMAAD  
The Ann Arbor Community for Traditional Music and Dance opportunities: aactmad.org/calendar 

facebook.com/AACTMAD 

The Ark 
See the full schedule at theark.org 

facebook.com/TheArkAnnArbor 

BaseLine Folk Society 
Third Saturdays, 7 pm at Plymouth Community Arts, 774 Sheldon Rd., Plymouth. Open mic and a featured 

performer. A $7 donation is requested at the door. Facebook: https://bit.ly/BaseLineFolk 

CDSS: Online Events Calendar 
This is a fantastic place to learn about traditional dance, music, song, and storytelling activities happening 

every week throughout North America… and beyond. To find virtual events, click “Event Category and check 

“Online Event”. cdss.org/events 

facebook.com/cdss.org 

Endless Strummers Ukulele Club 
The Endless Strummers Ukulele Club meets Monday evenings 7:00-8:30 at Spirit of Christ Lutheran Church, 

749 W. 14 Mile Road, Clawson, for a little instruction and a lot of strumming. Beginners are welcome. For more 

info, contact Jack Erickson. jackofallstrings@gmail.com 

Hudson Valley Folk Guild 
Monthly Online Open Mic Event 

https://hudsonvalleyfolkguild.org/event/open-mic-via-zoom-tom-bowes/ 

  

mailto:pcfs.kt@gmail.com
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MAMA’s Coffeehouse 
MAMA’s Coffeehouse, Birmingham 

https://www.facebook.com/MAMAsCoffeehouse 

December 13, 2025 will be a benefit concert of P.O.W.E.R. (Peaceful Organization for Wellbeing, 

Empowerment, and Resilience).  Jan Krist, Jen Cass, Jo Serrapere, Bobby Pennock, Michelle Held, Kora 

Feder, Mike Ward, and Katie Geddes are the featured performers at this special musical event you won't want 

to miss. Doors open at 7:00 pm. 

MAMA's Coffeehouse is located at Birmingham Unitarian Church, 38651 Woodward, Bloomfield Hills. 

Meredith Axelrod and Craig Ventresco: Jazz, blues, and ragtime. 
Live every night at 8 pm Pacific time, 11 pm EDT, and videos are posted on their Facebook page. 

facebook.com/meredithaxelrod 

Michigan Storytelling 
MI Story newsletter posted monthly about storytelling events around Michigan: michiganstorytelling.org 

Oakland County Traditional Dance Society 
Calendar at: https://www.octds.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/OCTDS 

Open Mic at the Costick Center 
On the 2nd Monday of every month, there is an open mike at Costick Center, 28600 Eleven Mile Road, 

Farmington Hills (not far from Middlebelt Rd.). It lasts from 11:00 until about 2:00 p.m. There are some really 

great musicians that are there each time and it's lots of fun. 

Open Mic at Dessert Oasis Coffee Roasters 
Every Wednesday, 8-10 pm, 115 S. Main Street, Royal Oak 

Every Monday, 8-10 pm, 336 S. Main St, Rochester 

https://docr.coffee/ 

Open Mic Night, Shelby Township Community Center 
Second Saturday of each month. 7:00 pm (doors open at 6:30), Instrumental music, singing, or listening. $3 at 

door, drinks and snacks provided. 14975 21 Mile Rd, Shelby Township. Contact Nan at 

nan.drinkard@gmail.com 

Open Mic Night, Starkweather Arts Center, Romeo 
Fourth Friday of each month. 7 pm, $4, $3 Starkweather members. Open to all, come to perform, come to 

enjoy! 219 N. Main, Romeo, MI 48065 starkweatherarts.com 

Sons of the Never Wrong 
“Deborah Lader of “Sons of the Never Wrong” wishes to invite everyone to enjoy their music at the 46th Annual 

Hiawatha Traditional Music Festival in July of 2026!” 

Links 

Detroit Irish Music Association-CCE: facebook.com/groups/DetroitIMA 

Elderly Instruments https://www.elderly.com/ 

Huber Breese Music Online Concerts: facebook.com/watch/HuberBreeseMusic/ 

Jay Ungar and Molly Mason: The Quiet Room is a live online music series that has been running each 

Wednesday at 8pm EDT since March of 2020. facebook.com/jayandmolly/live 

Michigan Folk music love: Photos, videos, anything of Michigan folk music interest. bit.ly/3r65V7G 

Original Dulcimer Players Club: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064673560484 
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Paint Creek Folklore Society (PCFS):  

         PCFS website: www.paintcreekfolkloresociety.org 

         PCFS Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086482332379 

Really Old Martin Guitars Andy M’s group about pre-1900 Martin guitars. 

Ten Pound Fiddle Concerts and Dances: facebook.com/TenPoundFiddle    tenpoundfiddle.org 

 

Attachments 

         December KT pdf 

         2025-2026 PCFS Membership Form 

 

Privacy Notice 
You may have noticed that in the Keepin’ Tabs, members’ last names are generally not included. This is done 

out of respect for members’ privacy. Last names are found in the Membership Directory, which is distributed to 

members only. However, since our newsletter is accessible to the general public via the internet, our board 

feels that a little more discretion is prudent and respectful to members who may not want everybody knowing 

who they are and where they are at any given time. 

The Fine Print 
Keepin’ Tabs (KT) is the monthly newsletter for, by, and about the Paint Creek Folklore Society. Paint Creek 

Folklore Society (PCFS) is a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, an affiliate of The Country Dance and 

Song Society of America (CDSS), and a supporter of folklore, folksong, and folkdance societies, groups, and 

individuals whose interest is in the preservation of and education in traditional music and dance. Circulation: 

about 200 people on PCFS mailing list, which is not published or shared. Commercial use of this mailing list is 

not permitted. 

To submit articles, gigs, events, links or other information for publication, please contact the editor, Art P 

(pcfs.kt@gmail.com).  Deadline for the next issue is the 15th – extended deadline granted on request. 

http://www.paintcreekfolkloresociety.org/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086482332379
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